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It's February and We Are Celebrating African Heritage Month!
This is African Heritage Month (also known as Black History Month).  This month, schools across 
CCRSB are participating in lessons, activities and celebrations to recognize the many contributions of 
African-Canadians to society, culture, the world of business and science. February is a special time 
for our system to participate, celebrate and honor the rich culture, achievements, histories, diversity of 
heritage and numerous valuable contributions given to us by generations of people of African descent, 
past and present.  This is also the United Nations International Decade for People of African Descent 
2015-2024, which focuses on recognition, justice and development for African peoples around the 
world.

This year’s provincial theme, “Educate, Unite, Celebrate Community” embraces education and 
encourages each of us to educate ourselves about African Nova Scotian history. Our province and 
society as a whole owe a great deal to African Nova Scotians who have, and continue to, contribute 
in a multitude of meaningful and significant ways. As we recognize this integral part of our province’s 
culture and heritage we grow in our appreciation and feelings of being united.  In turn, this fosters a 
better understanding of our collective experiences and cultures, sowing seeds for mutual respect as it 
strengthens and binds us together as a community.

CCRSB continually strives to create a school environment that enables our students and staff to 
become global citizens and to become knowledgeable, accepting and respectful of each and every 
one. African Heritage Month is just one such opportunity to do this and there are indeed many ways 
to celebrate and recognize African Heritage during the month of February.   While February offers 
us a yearly opportunity to focus on the history and accomplishments of African-Nova Scotians, as a 
system and as a society we all have a responsibility to look beyond this month as a reason to educate 
ourselves.

We take great pride in the Chignecto-Central Region in our continued work to understand all pillars of 
social justice, raise awareness through continued education in a culturally responsive way, and forge 
meaningful and positive relationships that honour and value the genius of each and every child we 
serve.

Gary Adams, Superintendent, 
Chignecto-Central Regional School Board

February 2018

www.ccrsb.caWhat's Up?
 ` March 8 International Women's Day  ` March 21 Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting  ` March 28 Regular Public Board Meeting

 ` March 12-16 March Break  ` March 21 International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
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https://www.youtube.com/user/ChignectoCRSB
http://www.ccrsb.ca/
http://www.ccrsb.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/ChignectoCRSB
https://twitter.com/CCRSB_Official
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IB at Cobequid 
Educational 
Centre
In its tenth year, the International Baccalaureate 
Program at CEC continues to challenge students 
to rise to their full potential. IB takes students 
from where they are and guides them to explore 
deeply and challenge themselves as learners, 
encouraging them to reach toward their potential. 
This international program provides its own support 
network within the school, creating a uniquely 
close-knit culture for learning. 

The Diploma Program is designed to develop well-
rounded students through their course-work and through the IB Core: Theory of Knowledge; Creativity - Activity - 
Service (CAS); and the Extended Essay. CAS encourages students to become involved in their community, experience 
new things, and move outside the comfort-zone and familiarity of their studies. The Extended Essay teaches advanced 
research skills needed at the university level and, as a result, students have been provided research opportunities 
at the post-secondary and graduate levels. Theory of Knowledge teaches students to think critically, think open-
mindedly, and think differently, enabling them to properly analyse and question knowledge claims. 

The IB Program is designed for students with diverse strengths and a multitude of goals. Previous graduates have 
gone on to study or work in medicine, international relations, engineering, business, education, veterinary science, 
humanitarian aid, and nursing, to name but a few. Many have studied internationally, benefiting from the world-wide 
recognition of the program. 

PRE PRIMARY
The pre-primary program in CCRSB is off to a great start.  The following 
images illustrate just a snapshot of the programming that the youngsters 
experience.

IB students participate in an annual retreat incorporating leadership activities and 
team-building. In this photo the entire group had just completed the Amazing Race 
portion of their activities. 
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Nova Family News
On Friday, February 9th, students and staff of Winding 
River Consolidated held their own 2018 Winter Olympics 
Opening Ceremony. As part of the ceremony each class 
selected two torch bearers to participate in the relay 
to light the Olympic flame. In this photo, Korean Intern 
Yelim Kwon, two grade three students Brady Drake and 
Izabel Moores and the WRC Mascot light the Olympic 
flame. The flame will continue to burn at WRC throughout 
the Olympics. Physical Education teacher, Mark Grant, 
organized the ceremony and has many activities planned 
for students throughout the Olympics.

As part of Family Literacy Day, which is held annually on 
January 27th, the Home and School of Winding River 
Consolidated purchased a book for each student to 
enjoy. Parents, Lindsay Verboom and Michelle Harbers, 
representing the WRC Home and School, along with 
the school's new mascot, presented the books to each 
classroom.

Students at Upper Stewiacke Elementary school 
enjoyed skating at the Rath Eastlink Community Centre in 
Truro on January 26th.  Students will enjoy skating again 
on February 16th.

On February 5th, Enfield District hosted a number of 
guests to "share their story" with the students as part of 
African Heritage Month. Students were engaged in the 
stories learning about each guest and asking insightful 
questions. There truly is so much to learn through the 
telling of one another’s  stories.

Sherri Borden-Colley (parent, CBC Reporter and NS Mass Choir member, 
Norval Mitchell (former teacher and local municipal advocate) David 
Woods (poet, writer, playwright, artist) Wanda Robson (author, storyteller, 
sister of Viola Desmond) Trevor Boyd & Emily Reilly (teachers and culturally 
responsive coaches with CCRSB)

SCHOOL

SCHOOL NEWS
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Cobequid Family News
Chris Kennedy recently shared a  “Unity Through 
Drumming” presentation with each of the classes at 
Great Village Elementary School.  This presentation 
showcased drums from many cultures including, Cuban, 
African, Middle Eastern, European, Brazilian, and First 
Nations.  Students learned about each drum’s history, 
sounds, and construction.  Then, with each student 
playing a drum, together the class created rhythm 
using the various voices of the drum collection.  The 
performances were impressive!

Cobequid Education Centre – A Picture Tells a 
Thousand Words. Teachers Plus Credit Union recently 
provided funding to support school projects in eight 
different schools throughout Nova Scotia. Through its 
Corporate Social Responsibility Committee, the Credit 
Union offered grants of up to $2,000 to support projects 
that were created by high school students and met the 
criteria established by Teachers Plus Credit Union. The 
criteria included that the project must benefit the entire 
school population, not just a specific group or sports 
team, and should enhance the social and environmental 
responsibility within the climate of the school. In this, 
its inaugural year, the CSR Committee of Teachers Plus 
Credit Union received 32 grant applications and approved 
eight for a total financial commitment of $12,000. One of 
the eight approved applications was Cobequid Education 
Centre!

Students at Truro Junior High School have been 
participating in design problem solving activities every 
Thursday during their MakerTech club. Students need 
every opportunity to develop their twenty-first century 
skills and competencies: aesthetic expression, problem 
solving, critical thinking, literacy and numeracy skills. 
Hands-on learning is the best way to develop those skills. 
Students have created things using electronics, wood, 
and textiles. They have been coding, designing websites, 
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creating buttons for the school, and making dream 
catchers. TJHS is a school that focuses on culturally 
relevant pedagogy. MakerTech club gives students 
a chance to learn things that are relevant to them and 
apply those skills to their learning in school and outside 
of school.

TechMaker
innovatecollaboratecreate

Chignecto Family News
On February 5th the students and staff of Parrsboro 
Regional High welcomed Ms. Corey Hunter to a school 
wide assembly. Ms. Hunter is an LGBTQ activist from 
Cumberland County and has been at the forefront of 
LGBTQ issues for the last decade. Corey has been a 
tireless leader in the Maritimes for LGBTQ rights and 
fighting for safe spaces for all people. The students and 
staff were happy to listen as Corey shared her personal 
journey from childhood to current day and how she has 
made a positive impact on her former schools, community, 
and workplace.

Makerspace in Motion! On February 2nd  our Grade 9 
students from Pugwash District High School had an 
opportunity to explore STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) through the school’s 
Makerspace lab. Students were tasked with designing 
a device that could withstand a drop from the upper 
circle and safely land with its cargo intact. Winners for 
Best Aesthetic Display were Parker, Brooklyn, Bailey, 
and Wyatt. Best Overall Project was awarded to Nathan, 
Ellysa, Tim, and Gracie. A fun and engaging day was had 
by all!
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MakerTech Club at TJHS
Students at Truro Junior High have discovered schematic diagrams and stitching machines can be a lot of fun.

Several students, from grades 6-9, have been meeting for Makertech club, designing and building a variety of items.

“I like that if I have an idea I can make something,” said Natalie MacKinnon. “I learned to use saws and that was pretty 
fun.”

Natalie was one of the students working on a ‘Simon Says’-type game recently. To do this she had to read a schematic 
diagram, hook up wires and work on a laptop.

Other students were making buttons and programming a stitching machine, and many of them had already designed 
and built tea-light holders, dream catchers and three-dimensional paper items, and worked on website design.

“This space is intended for design and problem solving, and that’s what the students do here when they take 
technology education class,” said Kilah Hayden, Youth Pathways consultant with the Chignecto-Central Regional 
School Board. “However, like many courses that involve experiential learning, they don’t get enough of it, so I helped 
the school create a club for students to explore design problem solving.

“The purpose of the club is to get students excited about creating things and being innovative and entrepreneurial in 
their thinking. We meet here once a week and it’s open to whoever shows up.”

She tries to bring at least one new idea or skill each week, and allows students to choose what projects they want to 
work on.

Truro Junior High students, from left, Isabella Gouthro, Ella Cameron and Natalie MacKinnon, were busy creating 
a ‘Simon Says’ game when they met for Makertech club Thursday morning. As part of the club, students have the 
opportunity to use their imagination and create a variety of items. 

Image and story provided courtesy of Truro Daily News – Lynn Curwin
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Technology Integration
The Bee Bots and Contructabots have been invading the P-2 classrooms supporting basic computer coding of robots 
while supporting math and literacy outcomes.   Teachers are experimenting with using Gsuite and Google Classroom 
along with a variety of technologies to support students learning.  The spotlight in this report is on Digital Read-Alongs.  
Literacy Mentors have been providing teacher support under the mentorship of our Technology Integration Specialist, 

Paul Butler.  Teachers read a text electronically 
and attach a code that the student can easily 
access.  Students listen to their teacher while 
reading the text and can benefit from the 
teachers voice, questions and clarifications of 
vocabulary and concepts to quide the student 
through the reading.

The Quick Response tag (QR code) is an 
electronic tag, much like those used in 
grocery stores to scan items. They have been 
very popular with students and teachers. 
There are now 26 in the collection and more 
being added each month. An app on the ipad 
reads the QR code and on the Chromebooks 
www.webqr.com is used to read the tags.  The 
entire collection can be found at www.tinyurl.
com/ccrsbreadalongs. 

Teachers interested in learning how to create 
the read-alongs can follow a tutorial at www.
tinyurl.com/ccrsbqrliteracy

Matt Wilson, Regional Information 
Technology Support Specialist
How many servers does CCRSB have?  Just ask Matthew Wilson in 
our IT department and he will answer that question for you very quickly. 
Matt is one of six Regional Information Technology Support Specialist 
in our board who work hard daily to ensure that our technology is 
always up to date and running smoothly.  A graduate of RCC Institute 
of Technology in 2003, Matt arrived at CCRSB in 2006.  Always willing 
to help when a server goes down, retrieve lost files, or manage email 
issues, he quickly earned his reputation as the “IT go to guy”.   On a 
daily basis Matt works with the other Regional and IT support specialist 
to manage a host of technology issues from blocked websites, slow 
internet, spam not filtering, devices using too much band width, not 
enough storage space, to malicious activity on our networks and 
much more.  Servicing the needs of more than 70 schools, offices 
and sites , clearly , there is not much down time, but technological 
troubleshooting “is the fun part”, Matt says.  He enjoys working with 
the IT team and noted “We all work together here, that makes things 
easier”.    When asked what he liked best about his job he said, 
“Finding and fixing the difficult problems, even if that means finding an 
alternate way”.  CCRSB is certainly fortunate to have Matthew and his 
outlook in our system. When not responding to our technology needs, 
Matt can be found at home in Greenhill enjoying time with his wife 
Sarah and their two young sons, J.D. and Zack.  

connecting
colleagues

Students at Brookfield Elementary School, grade 1 class, Lisa MacQuarrie, listening to 
Digital Read Alongs
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